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The history of Ukrainian-Jewish relations during World War II is one of 
those subjects that has generated much more heat than light. 1 This is 
strikingly evident when one compares Philip Friedman's pioneering 
article on the subject, originally published in 1959,2 with two later 
interpretations, both published in the late 1980s, by Taras Hunczak and 
Aharon Weiss.3 Although a generation had passed since the publication 

1. Earlier, Ukrainian-language versions of this article were presented at
conferences on Ukrainian-Jewish relations held in Kyiv (1991) and Jerusalem 
(1993). I would like to thank the Central Research Fund at the University of 
Alberta for the grant to travel to Jerusalem. I would also like to thank my wife, 
Chrystia Chomiak, for reading this text; as is often the case, her critical insights 
resulted in a number of improvements and clarifications. Other readers to whom 
I am in debt for pointing out problems and suggesting improvements are Natalia 
Chomiak, Chrystia Freeland, and Alan Rutkowski. In the case of this particular 
article, I would like to say explicitly what should go without saying: that I alone 
am responsible for the views expressed herein. 

2. Philip Friedman, "Ukrainian-Jewish Relations during the Nazi Occupation,"
his Roads to Extinction: Essays on the Holocaust, ed. Ada June Friedman (New York 
and Philadelphia: Conference on Jewish Social Studies, The Jewish Publication 
Society of America, 1980), 176-208. The article first appeared in the YIVO Annual 
of Jewish Social Science 12 (1958-9). 

3. Taras Hunczak, "Ukrainian-Jewish Relations during the Soviet and Nazi
Occupations," in Ukraine during World War Ir History and its Aftermath. A 
Symposium, ed. Yury Boshyk (Edmonton: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
1986), 39-57; Aharon Weiss, "Jewish-Ukrainian Relations in Westeri:i- Ukraine 
during the Holocaust," in Ukrainian-Jewish Relations in Historical Perspective, ed. 
Howard Aster and Peter J. Potichnyj (Edmonton: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies, 1988, 1990), 409-20. 
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